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. To know non-knowledge

is the highest good.
Not to know what knowledge is is a kind of suffering.

. Only if one suffers from this suffering

does one become free of suffering.

If the Man of Calling does not suffer

it is because he suffers of this suffering:
therefore he does not suffer.
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When people do not fear what is terrible,
then the great terror comes.

Do not make their dwellings narrow
nor their life vexed.

For it is because of this

that they do not live in narrowness
that their life does not become vexed.

Thus also is the Man of Calling:

He knows himself but does not want to shine.

He loves himself but does not seek honour for himself
He removes the other and takes this.
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1. Whosoever shows courage in daredevilry
will perish.
Whosoever shows courage without daredevilry
will stay alive.
Of these two the one brings gain,
the other harm.
However, who knows the reason
why Heaven hates one?

2. Thus also is the Man of Calling:
He sees the difficulties.
The DAO of Heaven does not quarrel
and yet has the gifts necessary to be victorious.
He does not speak
and yet he finds the right answer.
He does not beckon
and yet everything comes of itself.
He is tranquil
and yet is he competent in planning.
Heaven's nets are wide- meshed
but they lose nothing.
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If the people do not fear death:

how can one frighten them with death?
But if | keep the people constantly

in fear of death and

if someone does strange things:

should I grab him and kill him?

Who dares do this?

There is always a power of death that kills.

To kill instead of leaving killing to this power of death
is as if one wanted to use the axe oneself

instead of leaving it to the carpenter.

Whosoever would use the axe

instead of leaving it to the carpenter

shall rarely get away

without injuring his hand.
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1. The chapter sets forth the inefficiency of capital punishment, and warns
rulers against the infliction of it.



74. AEH FIRE A % 349

TN B W ST 39 TR TE oas % forg oig & 9 S
HE oft FHeETSt W WA agE * AU T Brgw W &AM, I8
STUAT g1 1 foreT =7 )

g &I T 99 T T | 98 WE F AR @t 1 oud a8
M 3 % U Brg o =Ey| 5gE T W § Foerel = | aAle
T I% HH 9 & AU 7 Died WA w1, d 9 FI-W FHE
AT | S TR G B W ® WOEN AR | Afe g9 Wi % fag
TE B T BISH WA HAT a1 ST 3MET B |

T A IR F T R © R gogeE T <1 % S
Tded TR €1 3Hes okl & @l 1 W€ % © {6 9fe goIgs |
X fgan S, @ erquet sifyen fet gt STwRIE |




7 5. ST AT 3 WIETa o &t
YSATUTAT Sl

When the people go hungry,

this comes from too much tax

being devoured by the high and mighty:
therefore the people go hungry.

When the people are hard to lead,
this comes from too much meddling
by the high and mighty:

therefore are they difficult to lead.

When the people take death too lightly,

this comes from life's abundance being sought too greedily
by the high and mighty:

therefore do they take death too lightly.

However, he who does not act for the sake of life,

he is better than the other to whom life is precious.
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1. Man, when he enters life,
is soft and weak.
When he dies
he is hard and strong.
Plants, when they enter life,
are soft and tender.
When they die they are dry and stiff.

2. Therefore: the hard and the strong
are companions of death;
the soft and the weak
are companions of life.

3. Therefore: when weapons are strong they are not victorious.
When trees are strong they are cut down.
The strong, the great, is below.
The soft, the weak, is above.
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The DAO of Heaven: how it resembles the archer!
He presses down what is high
and raises that which is low.

Whatever has too much he reduces,
whatever does not have enough he completes.

It is the DAO of Heaven

to reduce what has too much

and to complete what does not have enough.
Man's DAO is not so.

He reduces what does not have enough,

in order to offer it to what has too much.

But who is capable of offering to the world
that of which he has too much?
Only he who has DAO.

Thus also is the Man of Calling:

he works and does not keep.

When the work is done he does not tarry with it.

He does not desire to show off his importance to others.
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1. Inthe whole world there is nothing softer
and weaker than water.
And yet nothing measures up to it
in the way it works upon that which is hard.
Nothing can change it.

2. Everyone on earth knows
that the weak conquers the strong
and the soft conquers the hard—
but no-one is capable of acting accordingly.

3. Thus also spoke the Man of Calling:
‘Whosoever takes upon himself the filth of the realm,
he is the lord at the earth's sacrifices.
Whosoever takes upon himself the misfortune of the realm,
he is the king of the world.'

4. True words are as if contrary.
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1. If one placates great anger
and yet there remains anger:
how could this be good?
Therefore the Man of Calling adheres to his duty
and demands nothing of others.

2. Therefore: whosoever has Life
adheres to his duty;
whosoever does not have Life
adheres to his right.
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A country shall be small

and its populace small in number.
Implements that multiply men' s strength
shall not be used.

People are to take death seriously

and shall not travel far away.

Even though there be ships and carriages
no-one shall travel in them.

Even though there be armour and weapons
no-one shall employ them.

Let the people tie knots in ropes
and use them instead of script.

Make their food sweet

and their garments beautiful,
their dwellings peaceful and
their customs joyful.

Neighbouring countries may be within eyesight

so that one can hear the cocks crow and the dogs bark
on either side.

And yet shall people die at great age

without having travelled hither and thither.
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8 1. T UTET, HaT-UATT 7 heTe-
feaaa e

1. True words are not beautiful,
beautiful words are not true.
Competence does not persuade,
persuasion is not competent.
The sage is not learned,
the learned man is not wise.

2. The Man of Calling does not heap up possessions.
The more he does for others,
the more he possesses.
The more he gives to others,
the more he has.

3. The DAO of Heaven is 'furthering without causing harm'.
The DAO of the Man of Calling is to be effective without
guarreling.
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