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1. Whosoever in true DAO helps a ruler of men
does not rape the world by use of arms,
for actions return onto one's own head.

2. Where armies have dwelt thistles and thorns grow.
Behind battles follow years of hunger.

3. Therefore the competent seeks only decision, nothing further.
He does not dare conquer by force.
Decision without boasting;
decision without glorifying;
decision without arrogance;
decision because it cannot be helped;
decision removed from force.
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1. Weapons are instruments of bad omen:
all beings, | believe, loathe them.
Therefore, whosoever has the true DAO
does not want to know about them.

2. The noble man, in his ordinary life,
considers the left the place of honour.
In the art of warfare
the right is the place of honour.
Weapons are instruments of bad omen,
not instruments for the noble.
He uses them only when he cannot help it.
Quietness and peace are his highest values.
He gains victory but he does not rejoice in it.
Whosoever would rejoice in it
would, in fact, rejoice in the murder of men.
Whosoever would rejoice in the murder of men
cannot achieve his goal in the world.

3. In fortunate circumstances one considers the left the place of

honour.

In unfortunate circumstances one considers the right the place of
honour.

The vice-commander stands to the left,

the supreme commander to the right.

This means: he takes his place

according to the rules for memorial services.

Killing men in great numbers

one must bewail with tears of compassion.

Whosoever has been victorious in battle

shall linger as if attending a memorial service.
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1. DAO as the eternal is unutterable simplicity.

2. Even though it is small
the world dares not make it its serf.
If princes and kings could guard it in this manner
all things would come to be their guests.
Heaven and Earth would unite
to shed sweet dew.
People would find their balance
all by themselves, without orders.

3. When creation begins,
only then are there names.
Names too reach existence,
and one still knows where to halt.
If one knows where to halt
one is in no danger.

4. The relation between DAO and world
may be compared
to mountain streams and valley brooks,
that shed themselves into rivers and seas.
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. Whosoever knows others is clever.

Whosoever knows himself is wise.

Whosoever conquers others has force.
Whosoever conquers himself is strong.
Whosoever asserts himself has will-power.
Whosoever is self-sufficient is rich.

Whosoever does not lose his place has duration.
Whosoever does not perish in death lives.
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1. The great DAO is overflowing:
it can be to the left and to the right.
All things owe their existence to it,
and it does not refuse itself to them.
When the work is done it does not call it its possession.
It clothes and nourishes all things
and does not play at being their master.
Inasmuch as it is forever not clamouring
one may call it small.
Inasmuch as all things depend on it
without knowing it as its master
one may call it great.

2. Thus also is the Man of Calling:
He never makes himself look great:
therefore he achieves the great work.
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3 5. T 9T U=t A3 SI9HEt ©

1. Whosoever holds fast to the great primal image,
to him the world will come.
It comes and is not violated:
In calmness, equity and blessedness.

2. Music and allurement:
They may well make the wanderer stop in his tracks.
DAO issues from the mouth,
mild and without taste.
You look for it and you see nothing special.
You listen for it and you hear nothing special.
You act according to it and you find no end.
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3 6. QM Hifaer ST ga= & Td B St
TR | A 9T fast g

What is in the end to be shrunken,
Begins by being first stretched out.
What is in the end to be weakened,
Begins by being first made strong.
What is in the end to be thrown down,
Begins by being first set on high.
What is in the end to be despoiled,
Begins by being first richly endowed.

Herein is the subtle wisdom of life :
The soft and weak overcomes the hard and strong.

Just as the fish must not leave the deeps,
So the ruler must not display his weapons.*
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3 7. H&STAT 3R FFreshmaar 39w Stta o
TGO

1. DAO is eternal without doing,
and yet nothing remains not done.

2. If princes and kings know how to guard it
all things will take shape by themselves.
If they take shape by themselves and desires arise
I should banish them with unutterable simplicity.
Unutterable simplicity works departure of desire.
Being without desire makes still,
and the world rights itself.
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Whosoever cherishes Life

does not know about Life
therefore he has Life.
Whosoever does not cherish Life
seeks not to lose Life:

therefore he has no Life.

Whosoever cherishes Life

does not act and has no designs.
Whosoever does not cherish Life
acts and has designs.

Whosoever cherishes love acts but has no designs.
Whosoever cherishes justice acts and has designs.

Whosoever cherishes morality acts
and if someone does not respond to him
he waves his arms about and pulls him up.

Therefore: If DAO is lost, then Life.
If love is lost, then justice.
If justice is lost, then morality.

Morality is the penury of faith and trust
and the beginning of confusion.
Foreknowledge is the sham of DAO
and the beginning of folly.

Therefore the right man abides with fullness
and not with penury.

He lives in being, not in sham.

He puts the other away and adheres to this.
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1. Those of old who attained the One:
Heaven attained the One and became pure.
Earth attained the One and became firm.
The Gods attained the One and became powerful.
The valley attained the One and fulfilled itself.
All things attained the One and came into existence.
Kings and princes attained the One
and became examples to the world.
All this has been effected by the One.

2. If Heaven were not pure through it, it would have to burst.
If Earth were not firm through it, it would have to falter.
If the gods were not powerful through it
they would have to become rigid.
If the valley were not fulfilled through it,
it would have to exhaust itself.
If things had not come into existence through it,
they would have to perish.
If kings and princes were not exalted by it,
they would have to tumble.

3. Therefore: The noble has the lowly for its root.
The high has the low for its foundation.
Therefore princes and kings are thus:
They call themselves 'lonely’, ‘orphaned’, 'trifling'.
Through this they name the lowly as their root.
Is it not so?
For: without its individual parts
there is no carriage.
Do not desire the glitter of the jewel
but the raw roughness of the stone.

( 206 )
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1. Return is the movement of DAO.
Weakness is the effect of DAO.

2. All things under Heaven come about in existence.
Existence comes about in non-existence.
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If a sage of the highest order hears about DAO
he is keen to act in accordance with it.

If a sage of the middle order hears about DAO
he half believes and half doubts.

If a sage of the lower order hears about DAO
he laughs loudly about it.

If he does not laugh loudly

then it was not yet the true DAO.

Therefore the poet has these words:

"The clear DAO appears to be dark.

The DAO of progress appears as retreat.
The smooth DAO appears to be rough.
The highest Life appears as a valley.

The highest purity appears as shame.
The broad Life appears to be insufficient.
The strong Life appears to be stealthy.
The true essence appears to be changeable.
The great quadrant has no corners.

The great instrument is completed late.
The great tone has an inaudible sound.
The great image has no form.'

DAO in its seclusion has no name.
And yet it is precisely DAO
that is good at giving and completing.
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DAO generates the One.

The One generates the Two.

The Two generates the Three.

The Three generates all things.

All things have darkness at their back

and strive towards the light,

and the flowing power gives them harmony

What men hate

is forlornness, loneliness, being a trifle.

And yet, princes and kings

choose these to describe themselves.

For things are either increased through diminution or
diminished through increase.

I, too, teach what others teach:
"The strong do not die a natural death.'
This I will make the departure point of my teaching.
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1. The softest thing on earth
overtakes the hardest thing on earth.
The non existent overakes even that
which has no interstices.
From this one recognises the value of non-action.

2 Teaching without words, the value of non-action
is attained by but few on earth.
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1. Name or person:
which is closer?
Person or possession:
which is more?
Winning or losing:
which is worse?

2. Butthen:
whosoever hankers after other things
inevitably uses up the great things.
Whosoever amasses things
inevitably loses the important things.

3. Whosoever is self-sufficient
does not come to shame.
Whosoever knows how to practice restraint
does not get into danger and thus can last forever.
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