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1. If awholly Great One rules
the people hardly know that he exists.
Lesser men are loved and praised,
still lesser ones are feared,
still lesser ones are despised.

2. How thoughtful one must be in what one says!
The work done, business takes its course,
and all people think:
‘We are free.'
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The sun rises and | go to work.

The sun sets and | go to rest.

I dig a well and I drink.

I plough a field and | eat.

The emperor : what does he give me?
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. If the great DAO perishes

there will be morality and duty.

When cleverness and knowledge arise
great lies will flourish.

. When relatives fall out with one another

there will be filial duty and love.
When states are in confusion
there will be faithful servants.
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Put away holiness, throw away knowledge

thus the people will profit a hundredfold.

Put away morality, throw away duty:

thus the people will return to filial duty and love.
Put away skilfulness, throw away gain,

and there will no longer be thieves and robbers.

In these three things
beautiful appearance is not enough.
Therefore take care that men have something to hold on to.

Show simplicity, hold fast to honesty!
Diminish selfishness, reduce desire!
Give up learnedness!

Thus you shall become free of sorrows.
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1. Between 'definitely’ and 'probably':
what difference is there?
Between ‘good’ and "evil':
what difference is there?
What men honour one must honour.
O loneliness, how long will you last?

2. All men are so shining-bright
as if they were going to the great sacrificial feast,
as if they were climbing up the towers in spring.
Only I am so reluctant, | have not yet been given a sign:
like an infant, yet unable to laugh;
unquiet, roving as if | had no home.
All men have abundance,
only I am as if forgotten.
I have the heart of a fool: so confused, so dark.
Man of the world are shining, alas, so shining-bright;
only I am as if turbid.
Men of the world are so clever, alas, so clever;
only I am as if locked into myself,
unquiet, alas, like the sea,
turbulent, alas, unceasingly.
All men have their purpose,
only I am futile like a beggar.
I alone am different from all men:
But I consider it worthy
to seek nourishment from the Mother.
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2 1. AT <kt HEAT

1. The substance of the great Life
completely follows DAO.
DAO brings about all things
so chaotically, so darkly.
Chaotic and dark
are its images.
Unfathomable and obscure in it
is the seed.
This seed is wholly true.
In it dwells reliability.
From ancient times to this day
we cannot make do without names
in order to view all things.
Where do | know the nature of things?
Just through them.
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1. What is half shall become whole.
What is crooked shall become straight.
What is empty shall become full.
What is old shall become new.
Whosoever has little shall receive.
Whosoever has much, from him shall be taken away.

2. Thus also is the Man of Calling:
he encompasses the One
and sets an example to the world.
He does not want to shine,
therefore will he be enlightened.
He does not want to be anything for himself,
therefore he becomes resplendent.
He does not lay claim to glory,
therefore he accomplishes works.
He does not seek excellence,
therefore he will be exalted.
Because whosoever does not quarrel
with him no-one in the world can quarrel.
What the ancients said: "That which
is half shall become full,'
is truly not an empty phrase.
All true completeness is summed up in it.
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2 3. FCTATH T IFI T

1. Use words sparingly,
then all things will fall into place.
A whirlwind does not last a whole morning.
A downpour of rain does not last a whole day.
And who works these?
Heaven and Earth.
What Heaven and Earth cannot do enduringly:
how much less can man do it?

2. Therefore if you set about your work with DAO
you will be at one in DAO with those who have DAO,
at one in Life with those who have Life,
at one in poverty with those who are poor.

3. If you are at one with them in DAO
those who have DAO will come to meet you joyfully.
If you are at one with them in Life
those who have Life will come to meet you joyfully.
If you are at one with them in poverty
those who are poor will come to meet you joyfully.
But where faith is not strong enough
there one is not believed.
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2 4. SfEHEdr UaT-ug §

1. Whosoever stands on tiptoe
does not stand firmly.
Whosoever stands with legs astride
will not advance.
Whosoever wants to shine
will not be enlightened.
Whosoever wants to be someone
will not become resplendent.
Whosoever glorifies himself
does not accomplish works.
Whosoever boasts of himself
will not be exalted.
For DAO he is like kitchen refuse and a festering sore.
And all the creatures loathe him.
Therefore: whosoever has DAO
does not linger with these.
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2 5. A ( fava-fam ) =t wg=r

There is one thing that is invariably complete.
Before Heaven and Earth were, it is already there:
so still, so lonely.

Alone it stands and does not change.

It turns in a circle and does not endanger itself.
One may call it 'the Mother of the World'.

I do not know its name.

I call it DAO.

Painfully giving it a name
I call it 'great’.

Great: that means "always in motion'.

'‘Always in motion' means 'far away'.

'Far away' means 'returning’.

Thus DAO is great, Heaven is great, Earth is great,
and Man too is great.

There are in space four Great Ones,

and Man is one of them.

Man conforms to Earth.
Earth conforms to Heaven.
Heaven conforms to DAO.
DAO conforms to itself.
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2 6. T&AT <hT 0T

1. The weighty is the root of the light.
Stillness is the lord of restlessness.

2. Thus also is the Man of Calling.
He wanders all day
without discarding his heavy load.
Even when he has all the glory before his eyes
he remains satisfied in his loneliness.
How much less may the lord of the realm
take the world lightly in his persona!
By taking it lightly one loses the root.
Through restlessness one loses mastery.
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2 7. 6d ohi Iooan feerfa

1. A good wanderer leaves no trace.
A good speaker has no need to refute.
A good arithmetician needs no abacus.
A good guard needs neither lock nor key—
and yet no-one can open what he guards.
A good binder needs neither string nor ribbon,
and yet no-one can untie what he has bound.

2. The Man of Calling always knows how to rescue men:
therefore, for him there are no abject men.
He always knows how to rescue things:
therefore for him there are no abject things.
This means: living in clarity.
Thus good men are the teachers of the non-good,
and non-good men are the subject-matter of the good.
Whosoever does not cherish his teachers
and does not love his subject-matter:
for all his knowledge he would be in grave error.
This is the great secret.
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1. Whosoever knows his maleness
and guards his femaleness:
he is the gorge of the world.
If he is the gorge of the world
eternal Life does not leave him
and he becomes again as a child.

2. Whosoever knows his purity
and guards his weakness
is an example to the world.
If he is an example to the world
eternal Life does not leave him
and he returns to the uncreated.

3. Whosoever knows his honour
and guards his shame:
he is the valley of the world.
If he is the valley of the world
he finds satisfaction in eternal
Life and returns to simplicity.

4. If simplicity is dispersed there will be ‘useful’ men.
If the Man of Calling practices it
he will be the lord of the servants.
Therefore: Great Design
has no need for pruning.
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1. Conguering and handling the world:
I have experienced that this fails.
The world is a spiritual thing
which must not be handled.
Whosoever handles it destroys it,
whosoever wants to hold on to it loses it.

2. Now things run ahead, now they follow.
Now they blow warm, now they blow cold.
Now they are strong, now they are thin.
Now they are on top, now they topple.
Therefore the Man of Calling avoids
what is too intense, too much, too big.
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