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TS T g 87

. gut Ha T @At
Those who in ancient
competent as Masters
were one with the invisible forces of the
hidden.
They were deep so that one cannot know
them.
Because one cannot know them
therefore one can only painfully describe
their exterior.

times were

Hesitating, like one who crosses a river in
winter,

cautious, like one who fears neighbours on
all sides,

reluctant, like guests,

dissolving like ice that is melting,

simple like unworked matter:

broad they were, like the valley,
impenetrable to the eye they were like the
turbid.

Who can clear up the turbid, little by little,
through stillness (as they did)?

Who can create stillness, little by little,
through duration (as they did)?

Whaosoever guards this DAO

does not desire abundance.

For only because he has no abundance
therefore can he be modest,

avoid what is new

and attain completion.
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